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Currently, schools are deemed “successful” by statistically analyzing data collected by national and 

international organizations. However, these assessments rarely get to the heart of what makes these 

schools perform so well. Through combining quantitative analysis with “thick” description—in-depth 

interviews with school representatives and community partners—this three-year project aims to 

identify the underlying factors that contribute that contribute to school resilience, particularly in 

multiethnic communities. 

 

By resilience, we mean that schools are top-quartile achievers despite being in the bottom 

socioeconomic quartile. We are particularly interested in the ways that schools address the social and 

ethnic diversity of students in resilient schools, and how local communities help (or hinder) schools in 

this endeavor.  

 

Combining qualitative approaches with already-existing quantitative methods provides an opportunity 

to better understand school success. Through the exploration of complex organizational processes, this 

project seeks to contribute findings that could increase educational mobility against the backdrop of 

local communities.  

 

School achievement is not limited to the school itself. Instead, there are internal and external factors 

that determine whether or not students can thrive. This is the core premise through which we base our 

research. 

 

For more information, please visit our project website.  

 

 

[RESEARCHERS] 

 
Margit Feischmidt is senior researcher at Research Centre for Social Sciences, Institute for Minority 

Studies where she is currently leading the Department for Sociology and Anthropology Department of 

Minority Studies Institute. She is editor in chief of Intersections. East European Journal of Society and 

Politics. She teaches as associate professor at Institute for Communication and Media Studies, 

University of Pécs. With a doctoral degree from Humboldt University and habilitation from her home 

university she works currently on issue of migration, nationalism, ethnicity and minorities in East-

Central Europe and generally. Her first important book was a common publication with Rogers 

Brubaker and Jon Fox (Nationalist Politics and Everyday Ethnicity in a Transylvanian Town. 2006. 

Princeton University Press). After publishing mainly on minorities, one of her papers with Palgrave 

(Dampened Voices: A Comparative Look at Roma Adolescents’Discourses on Being ‘Othered’ at 

School In: Schiff Claire, Szalai Júlia (ed.) Migrant, Roma and Post-colonial Youth in Education across 

Europe: Being ‘visibly different’. London: Palgrave, 2014. pp. 120-135.) she currently publishes about 

new forms of nationalism and populism, xenophobia and racism (Rocking the nation’: the popular 

culture of neo-nationalism. Nations and Nationalism, with Gergő Pulay and Understanding the rise of 

the far right from a local perspective: Structural and cultural conditions of ethno-traditionalist 



inclusion and racial exclusion in rural Hungary. Identities. Global Studies in Culture and Power, with 

Kristóf Szombati. She currently leads a project on pro-refugee civic action in Hungary working with 

Ildikó Zakariás. 
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Papp Z. Attila, Principal Investigator  

pappz.attila@tk.mta.hu, +36 1 224 6700 ext. 5470 

 

[CURRENT STAGE] 
 

Summer 2017 

 

We are currently reviewing and analyzing statistical data in order to select our cases for field work. 

Based on resilience scores (schools that are ranked in the top achievement quartile despite being in the 

bottom quartile for socioeconomic background) we will select 8 localities to conduct further research. 

 

https://webmail.tk.mta.hu/owa/redir.aspx?C=xAoIKCWzqoUfIjWuTrwjHK7n9vUZhea6_361Jvn7ZnDWH0or6LbUCA..&URL=mailto%3apappz.attila%40tk.mta.hu

